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Pope Francis to 2024 
International Eucharistic 
Congress: The Eucharist 
_ teaches us fraternity 


By Hannah Brockhaus 

The gift of the Eucharist helps us 
to become the body of Christ for 
others, Pope Francis said in a 
video message sent to the 2024 
International Eucharistic Con- 
gress in Quito, Ecuador, on 
Sunday. 

The Eucharist teaches us how to 
have, the pope said in his message 
recorded at the Vatican, “a pro- 
found brotherhood, born of 
union with God, born of allowing 
ourselves to be ground, like 
wheat, so that we can become 
bread, the body of Christ, thus 
participating fully in the Eucha- 
rist and in the assembly of the 
saints.” 

The 53rd International Eucha- 
ristic Congress is taking place in 
Quito, Ecuador, Sept. 8-15 in 
commemoration of the 150th 
anniversary of the country's 
consecration to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. 

Over 20,000 people will attend the 
congress from at least 40 coun- 
tries around the world. More than 
1,500 children will make their first 
Communion during the opening 


Mass on Sept. 8. The theme of the 
2024 international congress is 
“Fraternity to Heal the World.” 
Pope Francis' message arrived in 
Quito, where the first National 
Eucharistic Congress was held in 
1886, while he is in the midst of an 
11-day journey to Indonesia, 
Papua New Guinea, East Timor, 
and Singapore. 

In the video, he referenced the 
Church Fathers St. Augustine of 
Hippo and St. Ignatius of Antioch. 
The Church Fathers told us, he 
said, “that the sign of bread 
kindles in the people of God the 
desire for fraternity, for just as 
bread cannot be kneaded from a 
single grain, so too must we walk 
together, for 'though we are many, 
we are one body, one bread.'” 

The pope also pointed to the 
example of Venerable Sister 
Angela Maria of the Heart of Jesus 
(born Maria Cecilia Autsch) — a 
German Trinitarian Sister of 
Valencia who was imprisoned 
and died in the Auschwitz and 
Birkenau concentration camps 
during World War II — for her 
“proactive” fraternity. 
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“Even before she was arrested, 
when the evil that was looming 
over the world was already 
evident, she invited her little 
nieces and nephews who were 
approaching holy Communion 
for the first time, invited her 
relatives who had drifted away a 
bit, and invited even those who 
had remained devout, to rebel 
against that evil with simple and, 
in certain areas, dangerous ges- 
tures,” he said, “to get as close as 
possible to the Sacrament of the 
altar, to rebel by taking Commu- 
nion.” 

Venerable Angela found in the 
Eucharist “a bond that streng- 
thens the vigour of the Church 
itself, a bond that strengthens this 
vigour among its members and 
with God, and for her it was 
‘organizing’ the plot of a resista- 
nce that the enemy cannot rout, 
because it does not respond to a 
human design,” Francis conti- 
nued. 

“Tt is these simple gestures that 
make us more aware of the fact 
that if one member suffers, the 
whole body suffers with him,” 
he said. 
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St. Mother Teresa of Kolkata 


Since 1839 


In Papua New Guinea, 
Pope holds Mass 'at 
the edge of the world' 


Pope Francis held an open-air Mass for tens of thousands of 
Papua New Guinea's Catholics on Sept. 8, imploring this nation 
"at the edge of the world" to draw closer to the faith. 

The 87-year-old pontiff led an estimated 35,000 people in prayer 
from Port Moresby's main stadium, the latest stop on this 
grueling 12-day trip across the Asia-Pacific. 

He appeared before a startling mix of green-robed clergy, 
worshippers in starched Sunday whites, and tribesmen and 
women in feathered headdresses and reed skirts, who tapped out 
songs of worship on hourglass-shaped kundu drums. 

His homily carried a familiar theme of his papacy — bringing 
those on the "periphery" closer to faith and the vast Catholic 
Church he leads. 

"Brothers and sisters, you who live on this large island in the 
Pacific Ocean may sometimes have thought of yourselves as a far 
away and distant land, situated at the edge of the world," he said. 
"Today, the Lord wants to draw near to you, to break down 
distances." 

"I urge you to find help through Mary Help of Christians to get 
strength and comfort in your daily Christian lives,” he said. 

Some had gathered from the early hours of Sunday to ensure they 
could participate in the morning Mass. 

"You hear the word 'faithful'. At two o'clock in the morning, 
people were lining up outside the gate, you know that they are 
faithful," said Jonathan Kassman, 47, an official involved in 
hosting the event. 

Bernard Soari, who travelled from one of Papua New Guinea's 
more remote islands to the capital, hoped the pope's remarks 
brought "an ocean of feelings". 

"It strengthens our faith to understand the meaning of love and 
respect for one another. We are honored to have the pope visiting 
our land," said the 48-year-old. Unique dances and dresses from 
the 22 provinces of Papua New Guinea were present in some way 
or other in the Mass, making the pope acknowledge that it is a 
country of “beautiful people with diverse cultures.” 

More than 90 percent of Papua New Guinea's 12 million residents 
call themselves Christian, but the religion is accompanied by a 
wide range of local beliefs, customs, and rites. 

About a quarter of Papua New Guineans are Catholic. 

Later on Sept. 8, the pope was to travel even further into the 
"periphery" to the remote jungle town of Vanimo, in the 
northwest of Papua New Guinea. 

Pope Francis landed in Papua New Guinea on the evening of Sept. 
6, after a trip to Indonesia, and will stay until Sept 9. 

He will then visit Timor-Leste and Singapore before returning to 
Rome on September 13. It is his longest overseas trip yet. (ucaews) 
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By Cedric Prakash 
September 5 is a special day for 
the world: it is the Feast Day of 
Mother Teresa, the founder of 
the Missionaries of Charity. She 
died on this day in 1997. 

The Catholic Church 
throughout the world venerates 
her as a saint — and rightly so. 
For the many millions of those 
who were uncared for in this 
world, she was truly a mother 
and a Saint. 

Interestingly, in India, the day is 
also celebrated as "Teachers 
Day' in honour of a former 
President of the country Dr 
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan 
(September 5, 1888 - April 17, 
1975). Dr Radhakrishnan was 

a scholar-statesman; he was 

a visionary and a great 
intellectual. Besides being a 
great educationist and 
philosopher, he also believed 
that education is the key to 
India's inclusive development. 
Mother Teresa was a teacher par 
excellence and if there is just 
one lesson she taught the world, 
that is 'compassion"! 

In a fitting tribute to Mother 
Teresa. the United Nations in 
2013, declared every September 
5 as the International Day of 
Charity' inviting “all Member 
States and all international and 
regional organizations, as well 
as civil society, including non- 
governmental organizations 
and individuals, to 
commemorate the Day in an 
appropriate manner, by 
encouraging charity, including 
through education and public 
awareness-raising activities.” 
Mother Teresa was truly the 
epitome of compassion. If ever 
one would dare to give a core 
competency to her, it is this 
single characteristic of being a 
compassionate person. She 
radiated this quality, when on 
earth, in a way, few humans 
could ever do; her love for the 
marginalized and the 
vulnerable and particularly for 
the poorest of the poor and the 
dying destitute, for the last, the 
least and the lost- was 
boundless. She was able to give 
and not to count the cost. Her 
ability to be compassionate 
towards others motivated her to 
found the Missionaries of 
Charity. She was effusive in her 
compassion for the “least of our 
sisters and brothers” and did 
not try to hide this fact. 


We witness today hate and 
violence, wars and conflicts, 
the consistent denigration, 
demonization and 
discrimination of minorities 
and other vulnerable groups. 
Lynchings, rapes and murders 
seem to have become an 
accepted thing! The world 
desperately stands in need of 
compassion today! 

A compassion, which reaches 
out to the unloved, the 
ostracized, the marginalized 
and the vulnerable. A 
compassion, that takes a stand 
for the poor, the victims of 
injustice, the refugees and the 
displaced. A compassion, that 
is able to negate and overcome 
the hate and divisiveness; the 
racism and communalism; the 
xenophobia and the 
exclusiveness that has gripped 
our world as never before. In 
India, we need the compassion 
that Mother Teresa taught us, 
as never before. 

In 1979, awarding Mother 
Teresa the Nobel Peace Prize, 
the Norwegian Nobel 
Committee wrote in their 
citation, “In making the award 
the Norwegian Nobel 
Committee has expressed its 
recognition of Mother Teresa's 
work in bringing help to 
suffering humanity. This year 


the world has turned its 
attention to the plight of 
children and refugees, and 
these are precisely the 
categories for whom Mother 
Teresa has for many years 
worked so selflessly. 

“Even after almost fifty years, 
that painful reality of 'suffering 
humanity’ still exists. Mother 
Teresa reminds us, “at the end 
of life we will not be judged by 
how many diplomas we have 
received how much money we 
have made, how many great 
things we have done. We will be 
judged by 'I was hungry, and 
you gave me something to eat, 
I was naked and you clothed 
me. I was homeless, and you 
took me in.'”; and on another 
occasion, “we think sometimes 
that poverty is only being 
hungry, naked and homeless. 
The poverty of being unwanted, 
unloved and uncared for is the 
greatest poverty. We must start 
in our own homes to remedy 
this kind of poverty 

On September 4,, 2016, ina 
special ceremony at St Peter's 
Square in the Vatican, Pope 
Francis canonized Mother 
Teresa as a Saint of the Catholic 
Church. 

In his homily he reminded the 
world of the need and 
importance to live the values, 
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like compassion, which 

St Teresa of Kolkata embodied, 
“May this tireless worker of 
mercy help us to increasingly 
understand that our only 
criterion for action is gratuitous 
love, free from every ideology 
and all obligations, offered 
freely to everyone without 
distinction of language, culture, 
race or religion. Mother Teresa 
loved to say, “Perhaps I don't 
speak their language, but I can 
smile”. Let us carry her smile in 
our hearts and give it to those 
whom we meet along our 
journey, especially those who 
suffer. In this way, we will open 
up opportunities of joy and 
hope for our many brothers 
and sisters who are discouraged 
and who stand in need of 
understanding and tenderness”. 
Mother Teresa was also a 
teacher, having taught in a 
Bengali Medium Girls School 
for several years before she 
founded the Missionaries of 
Charity. During her lifetime, 
she taught the world several 
important and valuable lessons. 
Compassion however, was her 
hallmark, her 'forte'! We need 
to do our best to imbibe these 
values in whatever way we can. 
She would say, “In this life we 
cannot do great things; we can 
only do small things with great 
love!” 

As we celebrate today, God's 
great gift to humankind in the 
person of Mother Teresa, let us 
also pray to her, this great 'Saint 
of the gutters' to give us a 
compassionate heart, the 
courage to reach out in love 
unconditionally and the 
commitment to give and not to 
count the cost! 

Let us remember the words of 
Mother Teresa, “Spread love 
everywhere you go: first of all, 
in your own home. Give love to 
your children, to your wife or 
husband, to a next-door 
neighbour ... Let no one ever 
come to you without leaving 
better and happier. Be the living 
expression of God's kindness; 
kindness in your face, kindness 
in your eyes, kindness in your 
smile, kindness in your warm 
greeting.” 

Mother Teresa is the Saint who 
taught us compassion! She 
walked the talk on this! Do we 
have the courage and humility 
to do likewise? 


expressly prohibited. 


neceeeemnnnEhe DISCLAIMER shh teiiiiaancce. 
© 2018 The Herald. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction is authorised provided the source is acknowledged; except in the case of third-party textual or artistic material, where use is 


The information and views contained in The Herald are those of the individual author(s) / contributors and do not reflect the official opinion of The Herald. Neither The Herald nor its 
owners, publishers or affiliated institutions and bodies nor any person acting on their behalf may be held responsible for content published or the use of the content contained in the 


publication. 


Kolkata 


September 13-19, 2024 


Church in the World 
What does the Catholic Church teach about 


immigration and immigrants? 


By Daniel Payne 

Long a champion of 
immigrants, particularly those 
fleeing war-torn countries and 
impoverished regions, Pope 
Francis last month delivered 
some of the clearest words in 
his papacy yet in support of 
migrants — and in rebuke of 
those who turn away from 
them. 

“Tt must be said clearly: There 
are those who work 
systematically and with every 
means possible to repel 
migrants,” the pope said during 
a weekly Angelus address. “And 
this, when done with 
awareness and responsibility, 
is a grave sin.” 

“In the time of satellites and 
drones, there are migrant men, 
women, and children that no 
one must see,” the pope said. 
“They hide them. Only God 
sees them and hears their cry. 
This is a cruelty of our 
civilization.” 

The pope has regularly spoken 
out in favor of immigrants. In 
June he called on the faithful 
to “unite in prayer for all those 
who have had to leave their 
land in search of dignified 
living conditions.” The Holy 
Father has called the protection 
of migrants a “moral 
imperative.” He has argued that 
migrants “smustt be received” 
and dealt with humanely. 
Migrants aboard an inflatable 
vessel in the Mediterranean 
Sea approach the guided- 
missile destroyer USS Carney 
in 2013. Carney provided food 
and water to the migrants 
aboard the vessel before 
coordinating with a nearby 
merchant vessel to take them 
to safety. Credit: Commander, 
U.S. Naval Forces Europe- 
Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet, Public 
domain, via Wikimedia 
Commons 

The Catholic Church has long 
been an advocate and protector 
of immigrants. The U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB) notes on its website 
that “a rich body of Church 
teaching, including papal 
encyclicals, bishops' 
statements, and pastoral 
letters, has consistently 
reinforced our moral obligation 
to treat the stranger as we 
would treat Christ himself.” 
The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church teaches that 
prosperous nations “are 
obliged, to the extent they are 
able, to welcome the foreigner 
in search of the security and 
means of livelihood which he 
cannot find in his country of 
origin.” 


Popes throughout the years, 
meanwhile, have expressed 
sentiments on immigration 
similar to Francis’. Pope Pius 
XII in 1952, for instance, 
described the Holy Family's 
flight into Egypt as “the 
archetype of every refugee 
family.” 

The Church, Pius XII said, “has 
been especially careful to 
provide all possible spiritual 
care for pilgrims, aliens, exiles, 
and migrants of every kind.” 
Meanwhile, “devout 
associations” throughout the 
centuries have spearheaded 
“innumerable hospices and 
hospitals” in part for 
immigrants, Pius XII said. 
Implications and 
applications of Church 
teaching 

Chad Pecknold, an associate 
professor of systematic 
theology at The Catholic 
University of America, noted 
that the catechism “teaches 
that nations have the right to 
borders and self-definition, so 
there is no sense in which 
Catholic teaching supports the 
progressive goal of ‘open 
borders.'” 

“There is a ‘duty of care’ which 
is owed to those fleeing from 
danger,” he told CNA, “but 
citizenship is not owed to 
anyone who can make it across 
a national border, and illegal 
entry or asylum cannot be 
taken as a debt of citizenship.” 
Paul Hunker, an immigration 
attorney who previously served 
as chief counsel of U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) in Dallas, 
agreed. 

“States have to have 
responsibility for their own 
communities, they have to look 
out for them,” he told CNA. 
“So immigration can be 
regulated so as to not harm 
the common good.” 

Still, Hunker noted, Catholic 
advocates are not wrong in 
responding to immigration 
crises — like the ongoing 
irregular influx through the 
U.S. southern border — with 
aid and assistance. 

Paul Hunker, an immigration 
attorney and former chief 
counsel of U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) in Dallas, says Catholic 
advocates are not wrong in 
responding to immigration 
crises — like the ongoing 
irregular influx through the 
U.S. southern border — with 
aid and assistance. 

Many Catholic organizations 
offer shelter, food, and legal 
assistance to men, women, and 
children who cross into the 


country illegally; such groups 
have been overwhelmed in 
recent years with the crush 

of arriving migrants at the 
country's southern border. 

“Tt's the responsibility of the 
federal government to take care 
of the border,” he said. “When 
the government has created a 
crisis at the U.S. border, 
Catholic dioceses are going 

to want to help people.” 

“I completely support what the 
Catholic organizations are 
doing in Mexico and the United 
States to assist people who are 
there,” Hunker said. “The 
people responding are not 


————————— ——— 


responsible for these crises.” 
Latest crisis and legal 
challenge 

Not everyone feels similarly. 
Texas Attorney General Ken 
Paxton has launched an 
investigation of multiple 
Catholic nonprofits that serve 
illegal immigrants in the state. 
Paxton alleges that through the 
services it provides to migrants, 
El Paso-based Annunciation 
House has been facilitating 
illegal immigration and human 
trafficking. 

A lawyer for the group called 
the allegations “utter 
nonsense,” though attorney 
Jerome Wesevich 
acknowledged that the 
nonprofit “serves 
undocumented persons as an 
expression of the Catholic faith 
and Jesus' command to love 
one another, no exceptions.” 
There are considerable 
numbers of Church teachings 
that underscore the need for a 
charitable response to 
immigrants. In his 1963 
encyclicalPacem in Terris, 
Pope John XXIII argued that 
man “has the right to freedom 
of movement and of residence 
within the confines of his own 
state,” and further that “when 
there are just reasons in favor 
of it, he must be permitted to 
emigrate to other countries and 


take up residence there.” 

In the encyclical Caritas in 
Veritate, meanwhile, Pope 
Benedict XVI in 2009 
acknowledged that migration 
poses “dramatic challenges” for 
nations but that migrants 
“cannot be considered as a 
commodity or a mere 
workforce.” 

“Every migrant is a human 
person who, as such, possesses 
fundamental, inalienable rights 
that must be respected by 
everyone and in every 
circumstance,” the late pope 
wrote. 

Edward Feser, a professor of 


philosophy at Pasadena City 
College in California, noted 
that the Church “teaches that 
nations should be welcoming 
to immigrants, that they should 
be sensitive to the hardships 
that lead them to emigrate, that 
they ought not to scapegoat 
them for domestic problems, 
and so on.” 

Catholic teaching does not 
advocate an 'open borders' 
policy 

Yet Catholic teaching does not 
advocate an “open borders” 
policy, Feser said. He 
emphasized that the catechism 
says countries should accept 
immigrants “to the extent they 
are able,” and further that 
countries “may make the 
exercise of the right to 
immigrate subject to various 
juridical conditions.” 

There “is nothing per se in 
conflict with Catholic teaching 
when citizens and politicians 
call on the federal government 
to enforce its immigration 
laws,” Feser said. “On the 
contrary, the catechism backs 
them up on this.” 

In addition, it is “perfectly 
legitimate,” Feser argued, for 
governments to consider both 
economic and cultural 
concerns when setting 
immigration policy. It is also 
“legitimate to deport those who 
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enter a country illegally,” he 
said. 

Still, he acknowledged, a 
country can issue exceptions to 
valid immigration laws when 
the moral situation demands it. 
“Of course, there can be 
individual cases where a nation 
should forgo its right to deport 
those who enter it illegally, and 
cases where the manner in 
which deportations occur is 
associated with moral hazards, 
such as when doing so would 
break up families or return an 
immigrant to dangerous 
conditions back in his home 
country,” he said. 
“Governments should take 
account of this when 

| formulating and enforcing 
policy,” he said. 

The tension between 
responding charitably to 
immigrants and ensuring a 
secure border was perhaps 
+ put most succinctly in 1986 
by the late Father Theodore 
Hesburgh, who served as 
chairman of the U.S. Select 
: Commission for 
Immigration and Refugee 

_ Policy that was created by 
the U.S. Congress in the 
early 1980s. 

“Tt is not enough to 
sympathize with the 
aspirations and plight of illegal 
aliens. We must also consider 
the consequences of not 
controlling our borders," said 
the late Father Theodore 
Hesburgh, who served as 
chairman of the U.S. Select 
Commission for Immigration 
and Refugee Policy that was 
created by the U.S. Congress in 
the early 1980s. 

Writing several years after the 
commission, Hesburgh 
explained: “It is not enough to 
sympathize with the 
aspirations and plight of illegal 
aliens. We must also consider 
the consequences of not 
controlling our borders.” 
“What about the aspirations of 
Americans who must compete 
for jobs and whose wages and 
work standards are depressed 
by the presence of large 
numbers of illegal aliens?” the 
legendary late president of the 
University of Notre Dame 
reflected. “What about aliens 
who are victimized by 
unscrupulous employers and 
who die in the desert at the 
hands of smugglers?” 

“The nation needn't wait until 
we are faced with a choice 
between immigration chaos 
and closing the borders,” 
Hesburgh stated nearly 40 
years ago. 
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International Day of Democracy 


(15 Sept. 2024) 


The word democracy is derived from the two Greek words - 'demos' that 
means a citizen ofa city-state and 'kratos' that means 'power' or 'rule' of 
the people. Democracy is a core value of the United Nations where 
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms and the principle of 
holding periodic and genuine elections by universal suffrage are some of 
the essential elements of democracy. It refers to a system where the 
citizens of a country have the state power to elect their leaders and 
exercise their right to participate in decision-making processes that 
affect their lives. “Democracy is the government of the people, by the 
people and for the people,” says Abraham Lincoln. And by far it is 
considered to be the best political system available in the world today. 
"Democracy is nota spectator sport, it's a participatory event. If we don't 
participate in it, it ceases to be a democracy," says Michael Moore. 
Democracy is a universally recognized ideal political system.Democracy 
provides an environment for the protection and effective realization of 
human rights. The UN promotes good governance, monitors elections, 
supports civil society to strengthen democratic institutions and 
accountability, ensures self-determination in decolonized countries, 
and assists in the drafting ofnew constitutions in post-conflict nations. 

In 2007 the United Nations General Assembly resolved to observe 15 
September as the International Day of Democracy—with the purpose of 
promoting and upholding the principles of democracy—and invited all 
member states and organizations to commemorate the day in an 
appropriate manner that contributes to raising public awareness. 

While democracies share common features, there is no single model of 
democracy and that democracy does not belong to any country or region. 
Democracy is a universal value based and the freely-expressed will of 
people to determine their own political, economic, social and cultural 
systems, and their full participation in all aspects oflife. 

In the words of the United Nations, “The International Day of Democracy 
provides an opportunity to review the state of democracy in the world. 
Democracy is as much a process as a goal, and only with the full 
participation of and support by the international community, national 
governing bodies, civil society and individuals, can the ideal of 
democracy be made into a reality to be enjoyed by everyone, 
everywhere.” 

Freedom of expression is a fundamental human right, enshrined in 
Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. But around the 
world, there are governments and those wielding power who find many 
ways to obstructit. 

Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states, “Everyone 
has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes 
freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and 
impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of 
frontiers.” 

The link between democracy and press freedom is also enshrined in the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 

This year's theme for the International Day of Democracy is focussed on 
the importance of Artificial Intelligence as a tool for good governance. 

In his message for the observance, Secretary-General Anténio Guterres 
notes that AI has the potential to enhance public participation, equality, 
security, and human development but warns that if “left unchecked” its 
dangers “could have serious implications for democracy, peace, and 
stability”. 

Effective governance of AI at all levels, including internationally, is 
crucial, states the Secretary-General recalling that the High-Level 
Advisory Body on Artificial Intelligence recently released a report “with 
recommendations on harnessing Al benefits while mitigating risks.” 

In a world where the principles of democracy are both celebrated and 
challenged, the International Day of Democracy stands as a beacon of 
hope andacall to action. 

As we look to the future, the significance of the International Day of 
Democracy becomes even more pronounced. It serves as a yearly 
checkpoint for nations to assess their democratic health and for citizens 
to reaffirm their commitment to democratic ideals. 
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4 Letters to the Editor 


The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola: 
an interreligious approach 


St. Ignatius of Loyola's Spiritual Exercises is 
unknown to Hindus. One hardly hears of the 
Spiritual Exercises in the context of interreli- 
gious dialogue. It is now clichéd that there are 
similarities between the Yoga of Action in the 
Bhagavad Gita and the Spiritual Exercises. 
What are glossed over are two facts: The 
Spiritual Exercises is one of the best methods 
to succeed in living out God's will and thus 
attaining mukti, as is testified by many 
businessmen who completed the Exercises 
during St. Ignatius's own lifetime and how 
Ignatius's methods of spiritual discernment 
are similar to Tantric praxes. The Tantric mode 
of worship/liturgy is the main mode of 
worship/liturgy within Hinduism. 


St. Ignatius, in the Spiritual Exercises places us 
in the presence of His Majesty, Jesus Christ. 
Then he asks us to use all our faculties in 
experiencing the power and joy of God and 
also the horror of being in the company of the 
father of lies. Finally, the Saint asks us to elect 
which side we want to be in --- God's or the 
world's. Having made our election, we are to 
weigh the pros and cons of our lives' 
profession/vocation. The choice is never 
between bad and good. The problem is to 
choose one good which conforms to the Will of 
God among many other morally good options 
but do conform to the Will of God for the 
retreatant. This is similar to the Aristotelian 
concept of 'eudaimonia'. It is in the same 
manner that within Tantric praxes, deify the 
body through 'nyasa'. We use all our senses to 
realise our inherent divinity. We do not 
perform fire-sacrifices. 'Fire-sacrifice’ is a 
misnomer --- for us Tantrics, the fire is the 
Devi. Not like the Devi. The fire is not a 
metaphor. We know we are in the presence of 
the Devi. Like Roman Catholics know, and not 
merely believe, that they are in the Presence of 


Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. Similarly, we 
inwardly deify our bodies, the microcosm, to 
reflect the macrocosm through our liturgies. 
Then we proceed to offer hyperdulia to the 
Devi who is the havan/homa fire. And we 
discern. This is the patrimony of our Faith as 
Hindus. 

I, as a practising and initiated Tantric, have 
incorporated Ignatius's spiritual exercises into 
my daily life. One cannot be more radically 
Hindu than a Tantric. I feel that interreligious 
dialogue has slipped out into the hands of 
career academics who have little lived 
experience of the heart of Hinduism. For 
instance, very few non-Catholics understand 
that within Hinduism, a Guru goes from family 
to family who are his or her disciples. A Guru, 
traditionally, did not give lectures to huge non- 
discerning, brainwashed audiences. The Guru 
in Hinduism is a servant-leader in the sense of 
Vatican II. Unless we today access and do the 
long retreat of St. Ignatius we are at risk of 
forgetting that St. Ignatius is not the patrimony 
of only the Society of Jesus, or, Roman 
Catholics. He belongs to Hinduism too in so far 
as becoming a better human being is 
concerned. This is not to say that St. Ignatius 
would agree with Tantric spirituality or 
Tantrics agree with Ignatian methods. This is 
to be open to the best that each of our religions 
has to offer and respect each other. This is not 
ecumenical/interreligious sus. This is what Fr. 
Jacques Dupuis SJ wrote in his magnum opus, 
Toward a Christian Theology of Religious 
Pluralism. 

Similarly, I would strongly urge Roman 
Catholics to read and practice the methods of 
the Yoga Sutras of Sage Patanjali. Only then will 
our pluralistic dialogue be concrete and 
fruitful. Dr. Subhasis Chattopadhyay 


United in faith: 
Iraqis celebrate the Feast of the Holy Cross 


A historic moment in Erbil, nor- 
thern Iraq. In Ankawa, a suburb 
of the capital city of Iraqi FR 
Kurdistan located in the north of |=" 
the country, hundreds of Chris- 
itians are participating in the i 
Feast of the Cross, which began 
on Monday 9 September and will continue 
until Friday. The joyous event is marked by 
high hopes given that the Christians of various 
traditions are coming together for the 
celebration - Catholic, Orthodox and Assyrian 
- the first time united together in celebrating 
the memory of the finding of the Holy Cross on 
which our Lord died for the redemption ofall. 
A moment during celebrations in Erbil for 
the Feast of the Holy Cross 

The focus of the celebrations underscores the 
faith that unites Christians. They are praying 
every day in a different church and partici- 
pating in the various cultural meetings 
organised in the streets of the suburb, made 
festive with special lights and colours. All the 
events are part of the preparations for the 
liturgical Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross, which will take place on 14 September 
for churches following the Gregorian calendar 
or 27 September for those following the Julian 
calendar.At the opening of the festivities on 
Monday 9 September, a large cross was carried 


m™ in procession to the Assyrian 
= Church ofthe East of St. John the 
; Baptist. The solemnity of the 
celebration was reflected in the 
hymns sung by the clergy and 
faithful holding large lit candles, 
a sign not only of praise and 
adoration but also of sharing and peace. 
"Churches used to celebrate this commemo- 
ration sepa-rately every year. But this year is 
wonderfully different," underscored Monsi- 
gnor Bashar Matti Warda, arch-parish priest of 
the Chal-dean Catholic Diocese of Erbil, who 
organised the event with the blessing of Mar 
Awa III, Patriarch of the Assyrian Church of the 
East, and the Bishops of the Syro-Catholic and 
Syro-Orthodox Churches. 

A moment during celebrations in Erbil for 
the Feast of the Holy Cross 

In his address during the festival, Patriarch 
Mar Awa III explained how "the celebration of 
the Feast of the Finding of the Cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ represents an important 
milestone in the divine plan in the Church of 
the East. When we look at the cross, we 
remember the sufferings of Christ, but also his 
glorious resurrection from the dead. And 
when we make the sign of the cross over 
ourselves, we proclaim our expectation of his 
Second Advent and our faith in eternal life.” 
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Saint of the Day for September 13 


Saint John Chrysostom 


The ambiguity and intrigue surrounding 
John, the great preacher (his name means 
“golden-mouthed”) from Antioch, are 
characteristic of the life of any great man in a 
capital city. Brought to Constantinople after a 
dozen years of priestly service in Syria, John 


imperial ruse to make him bishop in the 
greatest city of the empire. Ascetic, 
unimposing but dignified, and troubled by | 
stomach ailments from his desert days as a 
monk, John became a bishop under the cloud 
ofimperial politics. 

If his body was weak, his tongue was powerful. 
The content of his sermons, his exegesis of 
Scripture, were never without a point. 
Sometimes the point stung the high and mighty. 
Some sermons lasted up to two hours. 

His lifestyle at the imperial court was not 
appreciated by many courtiers. He offered a 
modest table to episcopal sycophants hanging 
around for imperial and ecclesiastical favors. 
John deplored the court protocol that accorded 
him precedence before the highest state 
officials. He would not beakeptman. 

His zeal led him to decisive action. Bishops who 
bribed their way into office were deposed. 
Many ofhis sermons called for concrete steps to 
share wealth with the poor. The rich did not 
appreciate hearing from John that private 
property existed because of Adam's fall from 
grace any more than married men liked to hear 
that they were bound to marital fidelity just as 
much as their wives were. When it came to 
justice and charity, John acknowledged no 
double standards. 

Aloof, energetic, outspoken, especially when he 
became excited in the pulpit, John was a sure 
target for criticism and personal trouble. He 
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found himself the reluctant victim of an ™ 


was accused of gorging himself secretly on rich 
wines and fine foods. His faithfulness as 
spiritual director to the rich widow, Olympia, 
provoked much gossip attempting to prove him 
a hypocrite where wealth and chastity were 
concerned. His actions taken against unworthy 
bishops in Asia Minor were viewed by other 
ecclesiastics as a greedy, uncanonical extension 
of his authority. 

Theophilus, archbishop of Alexandria, and 
Empress Eudoxia were determined to discredit 
John. Theophilus feared the growth in 
importance of the Bishop of Constantinople 
and took occasion to charge John with fostering 
heresy. Theophilus and other angered bishops 
were supported by Eudoxia. The empress 
resented his sermons contrasting gospel values 
with the excesses of imperial court life. Whether 
intended or not, sermons mentioning the lurid 
Jezebel and impious Herodias were associated 
with the empress, who finally did manage to 
have John exiled. He died in exile in 407. 

John Chrysostom's preaching, by word and 
example, exemplifies the role of the prophet to 
comfort the afflicted and to afflict the 
comfortable. For his honesty and courage, he 
paid the price ofa turbulent ministry as bishop, 
personal vilification, and exile. 


Pope on Literacy Day: Reading unites people, 
fosters mutual understanding 


By Bezawit Bogale 

Pope Francis sends a message for the 57th 
International Literacy Day, and invites every- 
one to learn to read in another language. 

Since 1957, UNESCO has been celebrating 
International Literacy Day to emphasize the 
significance of global literacy. 

This year, in collaboration with the Govern- 
ment of Cameroon, the day is being observed 
at an event in the city of Yaounda under the 
theme: "Promoting Multilingual Education: 
Literacy for Mutual Understanding and 
Peace." 

Literacy for unity in diversity 

In a message for the world day signed by 
Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro Parolin, Pope 
Francis said “the theme invites everyone to 
reflect on how literacy helps to unite people 
and promote mutual understanding,” and 
emphasized that such celebrations inspire 
efforts to combat illiteracy and honor those 
dedicated to ensuring quality education. 

He added that the Holy See commends 
UNESCO for choosing a theme that broadly 
promotes education by embracing linguistic 
and cultural diversity, as well as multilin- 
gualism. The Pope highlighted how literacy 
and reading can unite people and foster 
mutual understanding. 


Promoting multilingualism for personal 
development 

Pope Francis referenced Nelson Mandela's 
saying, "If you talk to a man in a language he 
understands, that goes to his head. If you talk 
to him in his language, that goes to his heart." 
The Pope underscored that multilingualism 
should be encouraged not only for literacy but 
also for fostering mutual understanding 
among communities and developing future 
leaders. 

He underscored that multilingualism enhan- 
ces mental flexibility, openness, and the ability 
to engage in dialogue, listen, and reflect. 

Pope Francis asserted that “multilingual 
people are more inclined to appreciate the 
richness of other cultures, even those very 
different from their own,” and encouraged 
everyone to become multilingual. 

In his message, the Pope called on policyma- 
kers, educators, and the general public to 
prioritize the creation of a more educated and 
fraternal society. He cited Saint John Paul II's 
call to overcome fear and conflict through 
dialogue and communication. 

By utilizing modern communication tools, 
individuals can forge stronger connections 
and collaborate towards shared objectives, 
ultimately fostering a more harmonious and 
cooperative world. 
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Twenty-fourth Ordinary Sunday [B]- Sunday September 15 
(Is 50:4-9; Ps 116; Jas 2:14-18; Mk 8:27-35) 


Introduction: Today's Gospel explains the basis of our Faith as our 
acceptance of Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the Living God and our Lord 
and Savior. It also tells us that Christ Jesus suffered, died, and rose again, 
to become our Savior. Finally, it outlines the three conditions for 
Christian discipleship, namely, denying oneself, taking up one's cross, 
and following Jesus. 

Scripture lessons summarized: Jesus saw aspects of His own life and 
mission foreshadowed in Isaiah's Servant Songs. Hence, a large portion 
of the Third Song of the Suffering Servant is presented as the first reading 
today, while in the Gospel, Jesus foretells his passion, death, and 
Resurrection for the first time, in response to Peter's profession of Faith 
in him as God's Messiah and Savior. Like the servant described in 
today's first reading, Jesus' lived a life of radical obedience and 
conformity to God's will. Thus, the Servant passage provides 
background for the revelation of Jesus as the suffering Messiah. In 
today's Responsorial Psalm (Ps 116), the Psalmist invites us to turn to the 
Lord for help amidst the trials of this world. It is in God that we will find 
deliverance from trouble and relief from our afflictions. (Ps 116). Today's 
second reading, taken from the Letter of James to the Church, reminds 
us that suffering is not only something to be accepted but also 
something to be alleviated. James explains how our Faith in Jesus, the 
Messiah, should help us to alleviate the sufferings of others by our works 
of mercy, both corporal and spiritual. In the Gospel, in response to 
Peter's profession of Faith in Jesus as God's Messiah and Savior, Jesus 
foretells, for the first of three times, his passion, death and Resurrection 
which lie ahead. Today's Gospel consists of two sections: 1) the 
Messianic confession of Peter, who acknowledged Jesus as “the Christ 
(Messiah), the Son of the living God.” and 2) Jesus' prediction of his 
passion, death and Resurrection, followed by Jesus clear teaching on the 
three conditions of Christian discipleship: “Whoever wishes to come 
after Me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me.” 

Life Messages: 1) Jesus wants to become a living, present Reality for us, 
loving us, forgiving us, helping us, transforming our lives and outlook, 
and building a personal relationship with each of us. The knowledge of 
Jesus as Lord and personal Savior needs to become a living, personal 
experience for each Christian drawing each of us to loving response. The 
relationship deepens and grows as we listen to Jesus through the daily, 
meditative reading of the Bible, speak to Jesus in our daily, personal and 
family prayers, offer Jesus our lives on the altar in the Holy Mass and seek 
reconciliation with Jesus, asking forgiveness for our sins every night and 
in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. In the Eucharistic celebration today, 
we are celebrating and experiencing in our lives the death and 
Resurrection of Christ, the Messiah, our Lord and personal Savior. 

2) We need to surrender our life to Jesus Whom we experience as our 
Lord and Savior: The next step is the surrender of our lives to Jesus 
Whose love we have experienced by rendering humble and loving 
service to others with the strong conviction that Jesus is present in every 
person. The final step is to praise and thank God in all the events of our 
lives, good and bad, realizing that God's love shapes every event of our 
lives. 

Homily starter anecdote: Baby powder and Christian powder: When 
Yakov Smirnoff, a comedian, first came to the United States from Russia 
he was not prepared for the incredible variety of instant products 
available in American grocery stores. He says, “On my first shopping trip 
with my friend, I saw milk powder; you just add water water, and you get 
milk. Then I saw orange powder; you just add cold water, and you get 
orange juice. And then I saw baby powder, and I thought to myself, 
"What a country!’” — Smirnoff was joking on a comedy show. But some 
televangelists preach just such “instant” Christian transformation, 
leading to eternal salvation. According to this belief, when someone 
surrenders one's life to Christ, accepts Christ as one's personal God and 
Savior and confesses one's sins to Jesus, there is an immediate, 
substantive, in-depth, miraculous change in one's habits, attitudes, and 
character and one becomes instantly eligible for eternal salvation. 
Unfortunately, there is no such thing as Christian powder, and disciples 
of Jesus Christ are not instantly born. They are slowly raised through 
many trials, suffering, and temptations. They are saved by their faithful 
and lifelong cooperation with the grace of God, given to all of us for 
doing good and avoiding evil and for obeying His commandments. In 
today's Gospel, Jesus explains what his disciples should do: “Deny 
yourself, take up your cross and follow me.” Adapted from James Emery 
White, Rethinking the Church. - Fr. Anthony Kadavil 
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St. Ignatius' Church celebrates 


the feast of Our Lady of 
Good Health Vailankanni 


is essential in obtaining the graces we 
need. 

Fr. Anthony Paul organised a special 
Rosary for each day which began with the 
Blessing of the Rosary on the first day of 
the Novena. On each of the days he 
organised the Rosary in a unique way like 
area wise Rosary, Rosary in procession 
around the Church, Language wise 
Rosary, Family wise Rosary, Rosary by the 
Catechism Teachers on Teacher's Day and 
Rosary by the Religious. He also blessed 
the Statues of the faithful on the last day of 
the Novena. On two days during the 
Novena an Inner Healing service was 
organised which was conducted by Mr. 
Anthony Bor along with Fr. Peter Tigga, Fr. 
Peppin, Mr. Michael Anthony and Mr. 
Vicky Brian Saukat. The Inner Healing 
services ended with Adoration which was 
conducted by Fr. Anthony Paul. This 
dedicated 3 hours praying in front of the 
Blessed Sacrament left all in attendance, 
richer in their spiritual journey. Oil, Water 
and Salt was also blessed at the Inner 
Healing Service which was distributed 
among the devotees on the Feast day 
along with a Prayer to Our Lady of 
Vailankanni and a keepsake of the saree 
worn by Our Blessed Mother. 

The side altar dedicated to Our Lady was 
artistically decorated and rightfully 
ensured a suitable abode for Our Mother 
during the Novena and Feast. The ladies of 
the Parish beautifully adorned the statue 
of Mother each day with sarees donated by 
devotees. A total of 11 choirs led the 
singing on each day. The choirs were as 
follows- language wise choirs in English, 
Hindi, Bengali, Tamil and Malayalam. The 
youth, Altar servers, Sunday school 


By Joanne D'Souza 

It was with much devotion and joy that St. 
Ignatius' Church geared up for the Annual 
Novena to Our Lady of Good Health, 
Vailankanni with the Flag hoisting on 29th 
August, 2024 which culminated with the 
celebration of the Feast on Sunday 8th 
September, 2024. 

The main focus of the Clergy was to make 
the Novena a prayerful one for all 
devotees. The Parish Priest, Fr. Anthony 
Patrick Paul suitably counselled the 
Organising Committee and Parishioners, 
well before the Novena even began, that it 
was of paramount importance that each 
volunteer should focus on making a good 
Confession before offering themselves for 
service at the altar of Our Blessed Mother. 
Indeed, the intercession and blessings of 
Our Mother was clearly visible during the 
11 days. 

The preacher for the Novena and Feast 
was the Parish Priest, Fr. Anthony Paul. He 
carefully planned the themes for each of 
the days of the Novena. His insight and 
strong message not only touched the 
hearts ofall those present but also ensured 
that each one had a greater understanding 
into Our Mother's journey of grace and 
obedience to the call of God. Father's 
powerful preaching and strong devotion 
was evident during all the days of the 
Novena. He effectively conveyed the 
virtues of Our Mother which we too should 
emulate in our daily lives. He showed how 
Mother Mary is a Model of Prayer, 
Humility, Forgiveness, Silence, Faith, 
Family, Suffering, Grace and Holiness. On 
the Feast day he described Mother Mary as 
a Gift from God and how her intercession 


children, religious brothers and sisters 
also formed their respective choirs. 
Together they all helped ensure the 
Liturgy was brought alive through their 
melodious singing. The Altar Servers 
ensured their presence and dedicated 
service at the altar daily. The Women's 
Cell of the Parish ably managed the 
crowd during the novena and the 
offerings at the side altar. 

The representation of various Parishio- 
ners who came forward to lead the 
Rosary and Novena and do the Readings 
depicted the strength in the community 
of the Parishioners. The youth volunt- 
eered daily to ensure a seamless conti- 
nuation of the Services. Several volun- 
teers worked tirelessly and silently 
behind the scenes through the 11 days to 
prepare the Main Altar, clean the Church 
premises after each day's Mass and to 
ensure that the Church was ready for the 
next day's gathering. Such a mammoth 
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celebration was possible because of the 
effective coordination done by the 
Vailankanni Committee formed by the 
Parish Council. 

On 8th September 2024, all those who 
attended the Novena and devotees from 
across the city assembled for a befitting 
celebration on the Birthday of Our Lady. 
The celebrations began with the praying 
of the Rosary. The priests of the Parish, 
namely Fr. Anthony Patrick Paul, Fr. 
Sandeep Dungdung and Fr. Peter Tigga 
concelebrated the Feast Day Mass. In his 
homily on the Feast day Fr. Anthony Paul 
shared a miracle experienced by a non- 
Christian, at the procession organised by 
the Parish, in previous years. He assured 
all that a request put to Our Mother has 
never been met with disappointment. He 
confirmed that many faithful shared 
miracles they experienced during the 
Novena and how, many prayers would 
still be met with fulfilment. 


St. Teresa's Church Celebrates the 


Birthday of Mother M 


CX 


By Dominic Panja 

On the 8th September, 2024 Sunday, the 
faithful devotees of St. Teresa's Church 
gathered for a joyful celebration for the 
Feast and Birthday of our Blessed Virgin 
Mary. The theme "Pilgrims of Hope: 
Mary Our Mother, Our Sweetness, and 
Our Hope." 

Parishioners of St. Teresa's Church 
came with their offerings in the morn- 
ing to our Blessed Virgin Mary to get it 
blessed by the priests of our church. Rev 
Fr. George Anthony and Fr. Naveen 
Tauro blessed those offerings which the 
Parishioners brought for mother and 
they took those blessings back to their 
homes. 

As the sun was setting in the west a 
solemn celebration took place in our 
Church. This sacred occasion was 
marked by a special Eucharistic celebra- 
tion followed by a solemn procession 
led by our Altar servers from Mother 
Mary's grotto towards the entrance gate 
of our Church in the Calvary. 

Feast day Mass on 8th September, 2024 
was presided over by Rev Fr. Dominic 
Gomes and Fr. Naveen Tauro in English 
and Rev Fr. Anshu Gayen with Parish 
Priest Rev Fr. George Anthony and Fr. 
Subroto Baidyain Bengali. 

Fr. Anshu Gayen in his homily, reflected 
the significance of "the Blessed Virgin 
Mary's birth and her pivotal role in the 
salvation of humankind." He high- 
lighted Mary's humility, obedience, and 
unwavering faith as qualities that all 
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should strive to emulate. 

The highlight of the feast day celebra- 
tion was the special cake-cutting 
ceremony held like the previous year at 
the conclusion of the Mass. A beautifully 
decorated cake was placed in front of 
the altar, symbolizing the birthday of 
the Blessed Virgin. Children were called 
in front of the Altar to cut the cake. The 
celebrant, along with representatives 
from the parish community, cut the 
cake while the choir team and the 
congregation joyfully sang “Happy 
Birthday” to Our Lady. 

This symbolic gesture served to deepen 
the communal spirit, bringing together 
the parishioners of all ages to honor and 
celebrate the Feast and Blessed Virgin's 
birth. After the cake-cutting, the faithful 
shared in the fellowship, further expre- 
ssing their love and devotion by sharing 
the cake pieces with each other. 

The feast day concluded with heartfelt 
prayers and blessings, and a message of 
gratitude by our Parish Priest Rev Fr. 
George Anthony to the priests who 
came to preach the good news in these 9 
day Novena. He also thanked the Altar 
servers, sacristans, decorators, mothers 
of S.V.P community and all the well- 
wishers who helped our St. Teresa Parish 
to celebrate this joyful day with great 
love and devotion. The entire celebra- 
tion was a beautiful testament to the 
community's love for Our Lady and its 
deep-rooted devotion to her. 
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By Isaac Harold Gomes 

The Laity Commission and the Commi- 
ssion for Dialogue of the Archdiocese of 
Calcutta organized an Inter Faith Prayer 
at 5 pm on 5th September 2024 at 
Mother House - Missionaries of Charity, 
Kolkata. The day was Mother Teresa's 
28th Death Anniversary (Mother 
breathed her last on 5th September 1997 
at 87 years) and also Teachers Day. The 
theme was: “PILGRIMS OF HOPE” in 
line with the Jubilee Year 2025. 

Thanks to Fr Francis Sunil Rosario, the 
audience had an engrossing experience 
of listening to a galaxy of experts 
(handpicked by Fr Sunil) on inter- 
religious understanding. Their vibes 
were common and so was the refrain: 
Service to Humanity is Service to God; 
all things belong to God; faith and hope 
go hand in hand. 

At the outset, Fr Rosario introduced the 
occasion and the topic. He emphasized 
the need to live in hope despite the 
current turbulent times. He said we 
need to pray with hope and always 
remain positive because “We are 
Pilgrims of Hope.” 

Fr Michael Biswas who was to speak on 
the theme, couldn't turn up due to indis- 
position. His speech was read out by Fr 
Sunil. The gist of Fr Michael's speech 
was in times of division and uncertainty, 
our world needs more opportunities for 
reflection, understanding and unity. It 
dwelt on Pope Francis’ encyclical Specs 
Non Confundit which means Hope 
Doesn't Disappoint Us. 

Archbishop Thomas D'Souza who 
stayed throughout the two-hourprogra- 
mme read a passage from the Gospel 
and prayed for the Church and society. 
The gems of wisdom that flowed from 
each speaker are enumerated below: 
MRANWAR PREMI 

Mr Anwar referred to the Koran and said 
Islam means submission to the will of 
God in whatever we do. We submit all 
our activities to God. Our entire services 


Interfaith Prayer Meet 


Interfaith Prayer Meet at Mother’s Tomb [glagiuttogs Ove 
in view of Jubilee Year 2025 


are for the good of humanity. In fact to 
serve humanity is our duty. Ifwe don't 
do our duties on earth, God will not 
forgive us. He said God didn't send us 
on earth to eat, drink and be merry. 
Islam says if one has to choose between 
prayers and attending to someone in 
distress, then the latter should be done 
first. In Islam men and women are 
equal, there is no difference. The only 
difference is the fear of God. He 
reiterated all the communal differences, 
problems and hatred we see today, are 
not the creation of Islam but it is our 
creation. 
DR MS NAMRATA KOTHARI 
From the Jain perspective Dr Namrata 
said we shouldn't hurt anyone with our 
words, deeds and thoughts and that all 
religions share the same philosophy. 
We need to inculcate good habits, good 
philosophy. Peace is not external, it is to 
be internalized. Service to humanity is 
service to God. Emulating Christ's 
servant-leadership she said washing 
each other's feet is very important. 
MRJASMIT SINGH 
Jasmit spoke from the Sikh perspective. 
He said no religion teaches us to keep 
ourselves away from our fellow beings. 
All the things on earth belong to God. 
Sikhism urges one to be always optimi- 
stic in all situations because God is 
always benevolent. Sikhism believes in 
justice and equality. A person can either 
be a saint or a soldier — situation will 
decide which one will be one's role for 
upholding the truth and justice. 
MS SABINA ALI 
On the topic Pilgrims of Hope, she said 
Hope is a vital component of faith. Faith 
and hope go hand in hand. She quoted 
from Hadith (technically Hadith means 
the narration of the sayings, doings or 
approvals of Prophet Muhammad) 
which speaks of proactive hope regard- 
less of circumstances. Hoping for a 
better tomorrowis a form of worship. 
(continued on pg 11) 
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Restoring Faith Tc) Universal Fraternity 


By Shabina Ali 

In a world fraught with cha- 
llenges, the concept of 
being "pilgrims of hope" 
resonates deeply, offering a 
pathway to restore faith, 
trust, and a sense of unive- 
rsal fraternity. As we journey 
through life, pressing for- 
ward towards a better 
future, our commitment at 
every step is to foster hope—not only for 
ourselves but for all of humanity. This 
journey is profoundly rooted in Islamic 
teachings, where hope, trust, and the care 
for creation are essential elements of a 
believer's life. The Quran, Hadith, and the 
insights of Islamic scholars like Maulana 
Wahiduddin Khan provide valuable 
guidance on how to live as true pilgrims of 
hope. The Quran emphasizes the 
importance of hope in God's mercy and 
the promise ofa better future. In Surah Az- 
Zumar, God says, "Do not despair of the 
mercy of God. 

Indeed, God forgives all sins. Indeed, it is 
He who is the Forgiving, the Merciful" 
(Quran 39:53). This verse underscores the 
idea that hope is a vital component of 
faith. It encourages believers to trust in 
God's infinite mercy and to maintain hope 
even in the darkest of times. This trust is 
essential for restoring a sense of universal 
fraternity, as it fosters a spirit of forgive- 
ness, understanding, and compassion 
among people. 

The Hadith further illustrates the role of 
hope in the life of a believer. Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon him) said, "If 
the Hour (the Day of Judgment) is about to 
be established, and one of you is holding a 
palm shoot, let him take advantage of 
even one second before the Hour is 
established to plant it" (Musnad Ahmad). 
This Hadith highlights the importance of 
proactive hope— continuing to do good 
and contribute positively to the world, 
regardless of the circumstances. It teaches 
that hope is not merely a passive 
expectation but an active engagement 
with life's opportunities, which in turn 
fosters a sense of responsibility towards 


others and the environ- 
ment. The Prophet (peace 
be upon him) also said that 
hoping for a better tomo- 
rrow is a form of worship, as 
mentioned in Jami’ at- 
Tirmidhi." 

Maulana Wahiduddin Khan, 
a prominent Islamic spiri- 
tual scholar and founder of 
CPS International, dedica- 
ted his life to demonstrating the relevance 
of Islam in the modern age. In his writings, 
he emphasized that the modern era is one 
of peace and opportunities, where Islam 
can be understood as a complete ideology 
of peace. He argued that Islam, through its 
creation plan of God, offers a blueprint for 
living a life of hope and purpose. 
According to him, being a pilgrim of hope 
means recognizing the potential for peace 
and harmony in the world and working 
tirelessly to achieve it. His vision aligns 
with the Quranic perspective of hope as a 
force that drives positive action. He 
believed that the modern age provides 
unparalleled opportunities for everyone 
to engage with the world, spread the 
message of peace, and care for the 
common home—our planet. 

By embracing hope, we can play a crucial 
role in addressing global challenges, 
promoting universal fraternity, and 
protecting the environment as part of our 
spiritual duty. In conclusion, the concept 
of being pilgrims of hope is not just a 
spiritual journey but a practical one, 
rooted in Islamic teachings. It calls upon 
believers to restore hope and trust, to 
recover a sense of universal fraternity, and 
to care for the common home by contem- 
plating the beauty of creation. 

As we move forward in our journey, 
committed to bringing about a better 
future, we fulfil the ultimate goal of every 
vocation: to become men and women of 
hope, contributing to a world where 
peace, compassion, and justice prevail. 
Last but not the least - "As long as the sun 
continues to rise in this world, God is 
showing that He has hope in all of us. Let 
us Strive to live up to that hope." 


Nativity of Our 
Blessed Mother 


at Infant Jesus 
Church, Behala 


By Gloria Singh 

Infant Jesus Church, Behala held 
nine-day Novena to Velankanni 
Ma. The entire Novena was beau- 
tifully planned by the committee 
members along with the assis- 
tance of the parish council mem- 
bers. A few preachers were invited 
in the parish for the Eucharistic 
Celebration each day based on a 
particular theme. 

The novena commenced with flag 
hoisting and Holy Mass celebra- 
ted by the Parish Priest Fr. Shyam 
and Assistant Parish Priest Fr. 
Raja. (continued on pg 09) 
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By Sacaria Joseph, SJ 


Introduction 


Before Vatican II, the Church 
operated within a rigid 
hierarchical framework, with 

a clear distinction between the 
clergy and the laity. The laity 
were primarily seen as 
recipients of the ministry of the 
Church rather than active 
participants. However, 
theological developments 
leading up to Vatican II 
highlighted the universal call to 
holiness and the concept of the 
‘common priesthood' of all 
baptised believers. This shift led 
to a broader understanding of 
the Church not merely as a 
hierarchical institution but as 
the 'People of God,' where every 
member plays a distinct role in 
the mission of the Church. 


The rapid social, cultural, 
economic, and political 
changes taking place in the 
mid-twentieth century posed 
significant challenges to the 
Church. The rise of secularism, 
communism, liberalism, 
feminism, modernism, 
postmodernism, and other 
emerging ideologies threatened 
to overshadow the traditional 
Christian values and principles. 
In response, the Church 
recognised the need to engage 
more actively with the laity, 
who were embedded in these 
changing environments, to 
remain relevant and effectively 
communicate its message. 


Additionally, the twentieth 
century threw up several 
pressing social issues such as 
economic inequality, poverty, 
racial and ethnic 
discrimination, gender 
inequality, totalitarianism, 
political oppression, 
decolonisation, nationalism, 
and the refugee crisis before 
the church. The laity, actively 
participating in various sectors 
of society, were viewed as 
essential in addressing these 
issues, promoting social justice, 
and spreading the message of 
the Gospel through their 
everyday lives. 


Apostolicam Actuositatem: 
Redefining the Role of the Laity in the Church 


Promulgated in 1965, 
Apostolicam Actuositatem, 
also known as the Decree on 
the Apostolate of the Laity, 
articulated this renewed 
understanding of the role of 
the laity. The decree challenged 
traditional hierarchical 
structures while underscoring 
the vital contribution of 
laypeople to the mission of the 
Church. It aimed at 
empowering the laity to share 
in the evangelising work of the 
Church and transform society 
through their lived faith, thus 
paving the way for a more 
inclusive and dynamic Church. 


Role and Mission of the 
Laity 

As Apostolicam Actuositatem 
states, the mission of the 
Church is “to bring the message 
and grace of Christ to men but 
also to penetrate and perfect 
the temporal order with the 
spirit of the Gospel.” This dual 
mission reflects the plan of God 
to elevate the world in Christ 
and usher in a new creation. 
Known as the apostolate, this 
mission involves every baptised 
Christian. Just as each part ofa 
living body contributes to its 
function and growth, every 
member of the Church plays 

a vital role in advancing this 
mission. 


While ordained ministers focus 
primarily on teaching, 
sanctifying, and governing, the 
laity supports and enhances the 
Church's mission. The 
contributions of the laity 
include participating in 
liturgical life, evangelisation, 
catechetical instruction, and 
Church administration. They 
are called to transform families 
into models of faith, engage in 
public affairs, influence 
legislation to uphold moral and 
ethical standards, ensure social 
justice, provide charity, and 
shape the temporal order 
according to Gospel values, 
adapting to changing 
circumstances. 

To fulfill this apostolic 
responsibility, each layperson 
should develop their unique 
talents and virtues, integrating 
faith into all aspects of life and 
contributing to the common 
good of society. Their authority 
for this mission comes from 
their Baptism and 
Confirmation, which unite 
them with the mystical body of 
Christ and endow them with the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit. 


Laity are also encouraged to 
support diocesan and 
interdiocesan initiatives, 


participate in missionary 
activities, and contribute to 
national and international 
causes by promoting justice, 
peace, and the common good, 
all while adhering to Christian 
principles. 

The effectiveness of the lay 
apostolate depends on their 
deep union with Christ, 
nourished through spiritual 
practices such as active 
participation in the liturgy. 
This union should guide their 
daily lives, inspiring them to 
live out faith, hope, and charity 
in their apostolic endeavors. 


Balancing Individual 
and Collective Apostolic 
Efforts 


The laity can engage in 
apostolic activity both 
individually and collectively. 
While individual apostolate is 
foundational, organised group 
apostolate can significantly 
enhance the mission of the 
Church. 


Individual apostolate, based on 
a life of faith, hope, and charity, 
is fundamental for all laypeople. 
It involves bearing witness to 
Christ through one's daily life, 
proclaiming the Gospel through 
both words and actions, and 
bringing a Christian perspective 
and spirit to everyday life and 
the world at large. 


Collective apostolic efforts 
hold great importance as well. 
By collaborating within 
families, parishes, dioceses, or 
informal groups, laypeople can 
amplify their apostolic impact, 
achieving results that surpass 
what individual efforts could 
accomplish. By pooling their 
resources and working together, 
the modern apostolate can 
more effectively reach its goals 
and withstand societal 
challenges. 


However, while group 
apostolate is valuable, it should 
not replace the individual 
apostolate. Group apostolate 
can offer support, formation, 
and organisation for laypeople, 
enhancing their overall 
effectiveness. Yet, its strength 
must come from the individual 
apostolic commitment of each 
member. Thus, both forms of 
apostolate are necessary, with 
individual apostolate serving 
as the cornerstone upon which 
collective efforts are built. 


Integrating the Lay 
Apostolate with the 
Church's Mission 


To be effective, the lay 
apostolate must be integrated 


into the broader mission of 
the Church, fostering unity, 
cooperation, and coordination 
among various apostolic 
initiatives. This integration 
requires mutual respect, 
effective coordination, and the 
purging of unhealthy rivalries. 
Local apostolic organisations 
should build strong 
relationships with international 
bodies to further the global 
mission of the church. 


The Church hierarchy is 
essential in guiding and 
supporting the lay apostolate. 
They provide spiritual backing, 
ensure adherence to doctrine 
and order, and align apostolic 
activities with the larger 
common good. Dedicated 
priests trained in promoting 
lay apostolates should offer 
spiritual and moral guidance, 
interpret foundational 
principles, and evaluate 
whether secular activities 
conform to ethical standards. 


Additionally, the hierarchy 
should promote collaboration 
among different apostolic 
projects, ensuring they work 
together harmoniously to 
achieve the apostolic objectives 
of the Church. This effort 
includes fostering unity among 
various apostolic organisations 
and preventing unhealthy 
competition. 


Holistic Formation for 
Lay Apostolic Mission 


To maximise the impact of the 
lay apostolate, it is crucial that 
laypeople undergo thorough 
and systematic training across 
various domains, including 
cultural, spiritual, theological, 
doctrinal, and practical areas. 
This training should be 
comprehensive and tailored 
to the specific situations and 
responsibilities that individuals 
may encounter. 


Effective formation must 
integrate both theoretical 
knowledge and practical 
experiences. It should 
commence early in life and 
continue throughout one's 
lifetime, evolving in response 
to new roles and 
responsibilities. This ongoing 
education will help laypeople 
view and assess situations 
through the lens of faith while 
developing the skills necessary 
for meaningful service within 
the Church and society. 


Different apostolic endeavors 
require distinct and specialised 
types of training. For instance, 
those engaged in evangelisation 
must be prepared to have 
profound and effective 
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conversations about faith with 
both believers and non- 
believers. Likewise, individuals 
involved in social justice and 
charitable work need a deep 
understanding of the Church's 
moral and social teachings to 
contribute meaningfully to the 
common good. 


Conclusion 


Apostolicam Actuositatem 
represents a transformative 
milestone in the history of the 
Church by redefining the role of 
the laity. This groundbreaking 
decree transforms the laity from 
being passive recipients of the 
ministry of the Church to 
becoming active and essential 
contributors to its mission. It 
emphasises the integration of 
faith into every aspect of life, 
urging laypeople to engage 
deeply in various spheres, from 
family life to public affairs. 

By doing so, the laity are 
positioned as key agents in 
promoting social justice, 
spreading the Gospel, and 
shaping society in accordance 
with Christian values. This 
expanded role underscores the 
need for the laity to be involved 
not only in spiritual but also in 
temporal matters, reflecting the 
dual mission of the Church to 
evangelise and perfect the 
temporal order. 


To effectively fulfill their 
apostolic mission, lay people 
require comprehensive 
formation, spiritual guidance, 
and support from the Church 
hierarchy. This includes a 
balanced approach where 
individual commitment forms 
the foundation of apostolic 
work, while collective efforts 
enhance its impact and 
resilience. Both individual and 
group apostolate are crucial, 
with the success of the latter 
being deeply rooted in the 
personal dedication of each 
member. 


Looking to the future, 
Apostolicam Actuositatem 
paves the way for a dynamic, 
participatory Church where 
every member plays a crucial 
role in advancing the Kingdom 
of God. 
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By Sr. Inigo 


The Early Christian Church 

The early Christian women showed stellar 
and exemplary courage in bearing witness 
to Christ in the face of oppression and 
persecution. Christianity attracted 
women in droves because it enabled them 
to overcome the patriarchal prejudices, 
judgmental arrogances and hypocritical 
biases of the Jewish religion/society. 
Christianity reasserted the dignity of 
women as equals. St. Paul writes to 
Galatians (3:28): “There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus.” In Christ, 
all inferior and subordinate positions that 
were man-made and hitherto all perva- 
sive in society were completely abolished. 
The Roman Laws made a radical distin- 
ction between a slave and a freeman, the 
rulers and the ruled. In Synagogues, there 
was in practice an extreme inequality 
between a Jew and a Gentile. Greeks were 
treated as subordinates to Jews. And in the 
society there existed a deep-seated 
prejudice between a male and a female 
child; the male dominance over the 
females was rampant and threatening. In 
general, during the first century, the 
Society, the religion and the regime were 
replete with bigotries, chauvinisms, 
discriminations, intolerances and injusti- 
ces almost everywhere. 

But in Christ, Paul says, these things have 
been done away with! So, whatever might 
have been the established customs in the 
then society, was replaced with fresh and 
innovative norms in the newly created 
order, the church. Man and woman are 
not only equal but one. In the Acts of the 
Apostles, we find women serving as 
deacons in the early church. Paul in 
Romans (16:1-2) mentions his good friend 
Phoebe, who is the only woman named as 
deacon in the Bible. Paul also speaks of 
Phoebe's being a “helper” in the church or 
a word implying a position of leadership 
in the early church. There was absolutely 
no distinction made based on sex, age, 
race, ethnicity, caste, physical ability or 
features. 

Pope Francis and Synodality 

Over the nine-plus years of the papacy of 
Pope Francis, perhaps no other single 
term has captured the essence of this 
maverick pope's vision better than 
“synodality.” He is never tired of repeating 
it again and again in his Encyclicals, 
interviews and public speeches that the 
Church should be the church of every- 
body, including Laity and, in particular, 
women bidding the hierarchy to listen to 
them. 

On International Women's Day, 2021, 
speaking to journalists on the flight to 
Rome after his historic visit to Iraq, the 
Pope said: “Today is Women's Day, 
congratulations to women! In the meeting 
with the wife of the President of Iraq the 
subject why there is no men's day came 
up. And I said: because we men are always 
celebrating!” 

We are called to listen to everyone and 
learn from everyone; because no one 
knows everything! But everybody knows 
something. Then, how well do we listen to 
them? How easy do we find it to listen to 


people who express themselves diffe- 
rently from our own? Are we stubborn and 
rigid in our ways? Or do we believe in the 
practice of discernment and dialogue? If 
we truly believe that the image of God is in 
everyone, then we need to listen to all 
those voices, insignificant or relative, big 
or small, feeble or strong, relevant or 
irrelevant. If we fail or flatly refuse to hear 
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their voices, then we are not hearing from 
the entire body of Christ. And that could 
be our huge and severe loss. 

Women in the Curia 

Synodality is in fact a Copernican shift in 
perspective and operating style of the 
Church. The Pope has already named Dr. 
Francesca di Giovanni as Undersecretary 
for the Section for Relations with States 
and International Organizations. Sister 
Raffaella Petrini, an Italian Franciscan, is 
appointed as the new Secretary General of 
the Governarate of Vatican City State, 
making her the first woman to hold the 
position. 

Other notable appointments by Pope 
Francis include Sister Nathalie Becquart, a 
French member of the Xavieres Missio- 
nary Sisters, as the Undersecretary of the 
Synod of Bishops and as the first woman 
with the right to vote in it, is a proof of 
Pope Francis's commitment to hearing 
the voices of women. Sister Alessandra 
Smerilli, of the Daughters of Mary Help of 
Christians, as Undersecretary of the 
Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human 
Development. Sister Carmen Ros Nortes 
serves as Undersecretary of the Dicastery 
for Institutes of Consecrated Life and 
Societies of Apostolic Life. 

On 13th July, 2022, Pope Francis named 
three women to the Dycastery of Bishops 
who will be involved in the process of 
choosing new bishops. They are two 
religious women - Sister Raffaella Petrini, 
a Franciscan, and Sister Yvonne Reungoat, 
the former Superior General of the 
Daughters of Mary Help of Christians and 
one consecrated virgin Maria Lia Zervino, 
President of the World Union of Catholic 
Women's Organiztions Along with four 
current cardinals, four cardinal-elect and 
two archbishops, these three women will 
be responsible for evaluating and provi- 
ding an opinion on the new candida-tes of 
the Catholic Church's hierarchy. However, 
the ultimate decision in appointing 
bishops rests with the Pope and he is free 
to select anyone ofhis choice. 

These and other appointments of women 
to key positions and roles at the Vatican 
reflect Pope Francis's desire to give more 
representation to women at all levels of 


Women Embracing 'Synodality' 


the church. It is also a sign and a gesture of 
this Pope, who reminds us, but above all 
educates us, that everyone is needed in 
the Church, men and women. No one 
should feel left out or on the margins of the 
Church's decision making processes, in 
countering the challenges and in carrying 
out the tasks. 

On March 26, 2022, speaking during a 
webinar, organized by the International 
Union of Superiors General (UISG), Sister 
Nathalie Becquart called synodality “a 
process of empowerment” that offers the 
Church “a new vision.” For consecrated 
women specifically, it allows each of us as 
women to affirm and assert ourselves in 
this new vision.” Synodality is not easy to 
implement,” she said, noting that it 
“implies a change in approach, but also a 
new way of understanding leadership. It 
can also lead to fear, anxiety, and resista- 
nce to change. There is still a tendency to 
dominate, but we are equal partners 
before God. We have to listen, involve 
women, young people, victims, the poor, 
and those on the periphery. We can't think 
of men without women or women without 
men.” 

It has been an uphill battle, but the role of 
women in leadership in the Church has 
been growing since the Second Vatican 
Council. “I look at the roles of Superiors 
General and their collaborators, lay and 
religious women, from grassroots levels to 
all levels within the Church, and we've 
seen some pretty significant appoint- 
ments. I've seen the leadership of women 
flourishing,” said Sister Patricia Murray, 
member of the Spirituality Commission of 
the Synod on Synodality. She further says, 
“Women are particularly ready to encoun- 
ter the other, show compassion and 
tenderness towards those in need, 
because itis part ofour DNA”. 

Pope Francis is constantly calling the 
Church to be close to those who suffer. 
Pope Francis spoke to the Diocese of 
Rome: “Everyone is a protagonist. 
Everyone has a part to play; no one is a 
mere extra. No one is useless; no one is 
expendable. Are the Pope, the Cardinals, 
the Bishops and the auxiliary Bishops 
more important than others? No. All of us 
have a part to play. God's Spirit speaks to 
each and every one. When we use words 
like “Consecrated Life,” do we remember 
that the real consecration is Baptism, not 
religious profession or ordination? There 
is nothing higher in the Church than 
Baptism. Nothing is higher”’(On 18th 
September, 2021). 

As Pope Francis has said many times, this 
Synod is not a parliament; it's not about a 
majority or a minority; or winning over an 
argument or some lobby; but rather a 
grace-filled event. The synod process has 
to be a truly spiritual one. If the Holy Spirit 
is not at the center, there can be Synod but 
itwon'tbe synodality. 

I quote here Fr. Peter Daly's wise words: 
“Bishops and priests — the clerics — are 
often trained to think they are set apart 
from and set above everyone else in the 
Church. Their word is not to be questio- 
ned. Their behavior is not to be questio- 
ned. Their lifestyle is not to be questio- 
ned.” 
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The Legacy 


By Alice Leedy Mason 


She could not give her children gold, 
So she gave them faith to have 

and hold. 

She could not give them royal birth... 
Aname renowned throughout 

the earth. 

But she gave them seeds and 
garden spot 

And shade trees when the sun 

was hot. 

She could not give a silver spoon 

Or servants waiting night and noon. 
She gave them love and a listening ear 
And told them God was always near. 
She could not give them ocean trips 
Aboard majestic sailing ships. 

But she gave them books and 

quiet time, 

Adventures found in prose and rhyme. 
She could not give them 

worldly things 

But what she gave was fit for kings. 
For with her faith and books and sod, 
She made each child aware of God. 


Nativity of Our 
Blessed Mother 
at Infant Jesus 
Church, Behala 


(Continued from pg 07) 


The nine-day novena was preached by 
Fr. Mukul, CssR, Fr. Febian, Fr. Peppin 
G, Fr. Raja and Fr. Peter Durai Raj, SJ 

All the nine days' sermons were based 
on specific themes which made the 
Eucharistic Celebration more intere- 
sting and enriching. Each day of the 
Novena began with rosary led by the 
youth of the parish followed by Novena 
prayers and Holy Mass. 

Both English and Bengali committee 
had organized two different language 
mass each day on the Novena days i.e. 
English Mass on the lst floor and 
Bengali Mass on the 3rd floor. Both the 
floors had beautifully decorated 
Mada's grotto. Each day a new saree 
was offered to enhance the beauty of 
Our Lady. The first floor decoration 
was based on 'The First Apparition of 
Our Lady to the buttermilk vendor'. 
The Feast day was no less than any 
other festival day. The aroma of the 
feast of the Nativity of Mary was filled 
in every corner of the parish. The feast 
day mass was presided over by Fr. 
Roshan the principal of St. Xavier's 
School based on the theme Mother 
Mary found God in her life & Nativity of 
the blessed Virgin Mary. After the mass 
all the devotees were asked to join a 
small procession with a beautifully 
decorated palki of Mada. 

The procession was led by rosary, 
hymns and praises to our Lady that not 
only created a miraculous sensation 
amidst all the believers but also added 
spark in the eye of non-believers. 


10! ThelHerald 


Kolkata | September 13-19, 2024 


Special feature 


THE SPIRIT AND SPIRITUALITY OF 9 25505: 


Part-3 SAINT TERESA OF KOLKATA 


By Br. Varghese Kunnath 


The driving force of Mother 
All of us driven in life by 
certain values, goals and 
purposes. A good number of 
people in this world are 
driven by worldly passions, 
standards and desires which 
get them nowhere except to 
the strangle hold of frustra- 
tion, anger and fear. In this 
chaotic world of selfishness 
and power mongering, Saint 
Theresa found her inspiration and 
leverage in the immaculate heart of 
Mary. Mother sought to follow the 
example of the mother of God. 
Teresa imitated the model of faith, 
humility, service and devotion 
exemplified by Our Lady. She 
insisted to celebrate with spiritual 
pomp the feast of the immaculate 
heart of Mary and promoted 
Marian devotions, sought daily the 
patronage and protection of our 
Lady. Mother would often remind 
that the society was born at the 
behest of our Lady and no one 
better than the mother of Jesus can 
help us to align our lives with the 
charism of the congregation. 

What navigated saint Teresa 
towards her goal on this earth was 
her profound spirit of compassion, 
service, dedication and whole 
hearted service to the poorest of the 
poor. Mother and her Missionaries 
of charity took apart from the 
evangelical councils a fourth vow 
called 'Whole hearted and free 
service to the poorest of the poor'. 
This dedication to the poor is the 
single most aspect that gives the 
missionaries of charity a special 
place in the religious fraternity of 
the Church. Love for the poor and 
marginalized, her motto of 'I thirst’, 
compassion and mercy, prayer, 
faith, trust, joy in service, commit- 
ment to sanctity of life and above all 
the undivided love for Christ and 
the poor was the driving force of 
saint Teresa's life. 

Mother was well aware of her 
identity, origin, purpose and the 
meaning of the divine call in her 
life. To attain the divine dream in 
her life at the time of her departure 
from the temporary earthly inhabi- 
tancy there were five branches of 
the missionaries of charity existed 
spread across 130 countries and 
numbering around 6000 members 
and thousands of co-workers and 
volunteers. 

A LIFE ANCHORED IN 
ETERNAL VALUES 

Mother was well aware of her 
identity as a religious and built her 
life firmly on the foundation of 
Christ. Every single day of her life 
was propelled by the desire to 
achieve the goal for which God has 
allotted her life to exist on the face 
of the earth. The alignment of her 
life and values as per the heavenly 
standard was the code of character 
and conduct that determined her 


course of actions. 
In short, she existed 
to fulfil God's 
dream in her life 
not her own perso- 
nal ambitions and 
projects. She was 
pretty clear of 
God's vision for her 
life - to alleviate the 
suffering of the 
crucified Christ in 
the poor. When one long after the 
designs of God in life it makes it 
possible for a person to smile 
through sufferings and difficulties 
because they are led by the vision of 
eternal realities while living in these 
fickle realities of physical existence. 
Her principle on life was not how 
long we existed on the earth but 
how well we lived our allotted time 
here on earth. The people who are 
driven by the divine mandates’ 
manifests in their lives the fruits of 
the Holy Spirit, namely; love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness,good- 
ness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control. Mother was an embo- 
diment of these fruits. She also 
radiated the light of Christ to the 
darkest corners of human inhuma- 
nity to alleviate the suffering 
caused by anger, jealousy, greed 
and pride. Her gaze was always 
fixed on the divine promptings and 
values rather than mere human 
approval and adulation. Divine 
approval was her yardstick in the 
choices she made and never relied 
upon her whims, fancies and mood 
swings. Spiritual discernment 
formed the basis of her decision- 
making process not abrasive 
autocratic and life destructive 
personal ambitions. Mother had an 
uncanny ability to see light at the 
end of the ever-darkening tunnel of 
life. A hope that penetrated through 
even the most hopeless situations 
of life. She was a prophetess of 
hope. A good dealer of hope with a 
surreal capacity to find solutions of 
love and refused to be submerged 
by the currents of hopelessness. 
She very seldom spoke about 
problems but always had hopeful 
remedies to even the worst scena- 
rios of life. No wonder then why her 
congregation the missionaries of 
charity burgeoned around the 
world in joyful momentum. Mother 
knew what is impossible by man is 
possible to God. What she posse- 
ssed was God's confidence not self- 
confidence. The moment we are 
swelled in self-confidence sans 
God's confidence that spells the 
beginnings of our doom. Mother 
always taught that her mission of 
Charity belongs to God and 
therefore He is the owner of the 
institute but the moment we pride 
that we are the stakeholders of the 
mission it tends to perish beyond 
redemption. 
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A Brief History of 


Church in Bengal 


By Francis Sunil Rosario 


5.3.Impact of Caste System in Catholic 
Communities 

The caste division is a curse in the society. 
According to Hindu Scriptures, there are four 
divisions (Varna) of Hindu society, Brahmin, 
Khatriya, Vyasshya, Shudra. This has an effect in 
our Christian society too, though not openly, but 
inahidden way. 

Among the 18 Gram Christian community the 
division is very clear. There are three important 
divisions, 'Chasha' (Farmer background), 'Jolah' 
(Tanti - Weaver background) and 'Charal' 
(Namashudra or Shudra, Lowest) 

The 'Chasha' group are the superior among these 
three. Especially at the time of marriage, the 
choice of bride-bridegroom depended much on 
this type of background. Some are of the opinion 
that those belonging to 'Chasha' 
group were the converts of Muslim 
religion. Those of 'Jolah' also came 
from Muslim background. The 
‘Charal' group were understood to be 
from 'Shudra or Namashudra group’. 
There was a system of marriage, 

"Nikai Biya -widower marriage’ and f 
'Ful Biya — Fresh marriage. Due to a 
education, much of these practices 

are no more accepted. 

Among the Bhawal Region, the 

system of 'Prodhan-Prodhaniya’, 'Prodhan' and 
‘Gono' Different type of work were distributed 
among these. The most superior type were the 
‘prodhan-Prodhaniya'. At the time of wedding 
and choosing bride/ bridegroom, normally those 
belonging to 'Gono' group could not usually 
marry the group of 'Prodhan-Prodhaniya' or 
‘Prodhan'. Whereas prodhan-prodhaniya' or 
‘Prodhan' could bring the girls or boys from 
‘Gono' group. Due to education, this type of 
division is disappearing more and more. 

6. Msgr. Paul Goethals, the pioneer 
Archbishop of Calcutta, leaves behind a 
great legacy 

Mgr. Goethals expired quietly on the 4th of July 
1901 at 9.15 a.m., surrounded by Fr. Meuleman, 
Superior of the Mission, Fr. Marchal, Vicar Gene- 
ral, and the fathers of the episcopal residence and 
of the college. On the same evening, the funeral 
was held in the Cathedral. His mortal remains 
were buried at the foot of the high altar like his 
predecessors who had died in Calcutta — Mgr. 
Taberd, Mgr. Carew and Mgr. Van Heule. Eight 
days later the solemn service was celebrated, 
enhanced by the presence of two suffragan 
bishops of Calcutta, Mgr. Pozzi of Krishnagar who 
sang the High Mass and Mgr. Hurth of Dacca who 
delivered the eulogy. 

Rich Tributes were paid, to this Great 
Archbishop Goethals of Calcutta: 

Indian Daily News: “It would be difficult, wrote 
the Indian Daily News, to find in the annals of the 
Missions of India a more striking example of zeal, 
charity and abnegation than the one given in life 
and death by this illustrious son of Loyola. Ever 
pursuing one single aim, the one of his order, Ad 
Majorem Dei Gloriam, he consecrated to it his 
strength, his talents, all his resources. Mgr. 
Goethals was gifted with a temperament full of 
graciousness. That is why he never made an 
enemy. His cordiality, his unaffected charity made 
him loved in a country where charity is conside- 
red as the first among virtues. His high intellectual 
ability earned him the respect and admiration of 
all cultivated spirits. Calcutta deservedly 
recognized in him one of its most distinguished 
citizens as, for close to a quarter of a century, he 
constantly devoted himself to the moral uplift of 


its population. This will no doubt be the judgment 
of every sincere person of whatever religion.” 
The Empress of India: “Mer. Goethals”, said also 
the illustrated review The Empress of India”, was a 
foreigner only by birth. His heart was in India and 
was beating for India. He took interest in whatever 
concerns India....and who does not know that he 
leaves behind a library on India which has no 
equal in the whole country? He was not merely a 
collector of books.....he knew his library, as many 
visitors could testify for whom the prelate was an 
enlightened guide in their search for the relevant 
bookor passage. Mgr. Goethals is no more, but his 
deeds live on, and he lives in the hearts of 
thousands of persons. He lives with his God 
whom heso faithfully served....” 
Horticultural Society of Calcutta: “Member of 
the Horticultural Society of Calcutta, Mgr. 
Goethals was a distinguished 
botanist. He was also a member of 
the Asiatic Society, of which he was 
vice-president. His fine artistic taste 
is revealed in the transformations of 
his cathedral and in all the constru- 
~ ctions he undertook in Calcutta, 
i Darjeeling and elsewhere. 

On October 18, 1895, Leopold II had 

made him Commander of the Order 

of Leopold. From January 9, 1898, he 
was a Roman Count, domestic prelate and 
Assistant to the pontifical throne. 
“During the 23 years of his episcopate, how many 
developments, how many creations in the various 
spheres of activity of a missionary Bishop! In 1878 
the Mission, still called “Vicariate of Western 
Bengal”, was in fact restricted to the city of 
Calcutta, a few stations for Europeans and 
Eurasians, the Bengali missions of the XXIV 
Pergannahs, the Uriya Mission of Balasore, the 
first experiments of Chaibasa and Dorunda in 
Chotanagpur. (This writer is the first to be 
ordained in Doranda Parish on April 21, 1979 and 
the second priest ordained in the same parish, Fr. 
Dominic Gomes, his first cousin and present VG of 
the Archdiocese). 
All taken together, the vicariate counted hardly 
15,000 Catholics. In 1901 it had become the 
Archdiocese of Calcutta, and its territory 
embraces new districts: it extends to the heart of 
the Himalayas where two great educational 
centres, Darjeeling and Kurseong, are firmly 
established. Chotanagpur is the theatre of the 
most unexpected developments: the harvest is so 
abundant that the Fathers cannot cope to bring it 
in and - a thing so far unheard of — missionaries 
are constrained to refuse and postpone people 
whose only desire is to become Christians! 
Religious Women Congregations 
Whereas in 1878, the Daughters of the Cross were 
the only ones who sent recruits to Calcutta, and 
the Loreto sisters and the Christian Brothers were 
left to their own resources. In 1901 the two 
Congregations, reunited to the vivifying trunk of 
their mother houses in Ireland, have regained a 
new vigour. Hence, on all sides, schools and 
convents grow and multiply. In Chotanagpur, a 
new congregation of Indian sisters is born, 
(Daughters of St. Anne). The Little sisters of the 
Poor demonstrate in Calcutta, the largest city, 
Christian charity at its finest and most heroic. 
Thus, assisted by so many devoted auxiliaries (33 
Brothers, 163 Sisters) and by the Society of Jesus 
with personnel rising from 75 in 1878 to over 150 
in 1901, Mgr. Goethals, at the time of his funeral, 
left behind a Catholic population 81,000 
Christians, 59,000 ofthem baptised.” 


Kolkata | September 13-19, 2024 


Miscellaneous 


Latin bishops launch school textbooks 


i 


for higher secondary schools 


Bengaluru: The Conference of Catholic 
Bishops of India (CCBI) on September 10 
launched a set of 115 textbooks for schools 
under the Central Board of Secondary 
Education and the Indian Certificate of 
Secondary Education. 

CCBI president Cardinal Filipe Neri 
Ferrao, Archbishop of Goa and Daman, 
unveiled the textbooks at an event held at 
St. John's National Academy of Health 
Sciences, Bengaluru. 

Present on the occasion were 40 bishops, 
including Cardinals Oswald Gracias and 
Anthony Poola, attending the CCBI 
Executive Committee meeting, along with 
educationists, major superiors, secreta- 
ries of the CCBI Commissions and other 
dignitaries. 

“Education is a primary mission of the 
Church in India. With numerous schools 
across the country, we are committed to 
providing quality education to future 


generations. This new series of textbooks 
will further strengthen our education,” 
said Cardinal Ferrao. 

Cardinal Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay, 
congratulated those involved in publi- 
shing the textbook series for Catholic 
schools. 

Archbishop Peter Machado of Bangalore 
stressed the Church's responsibility in 
shaping future citizens who uphold both 
human and constitutional values. He also 
referred to the CCBI's value education 
textbooks, launched in 2022, as an essen- 
tial tool in this mission. 

The textbooks were published by Arclight 
Global, the CCBI's publishing arm, 
established in 2022. 

The launch marks a significant step 
forward in the Church's efforts to enhance 
educational resources in its schools across 
India, says Father Alathara. (mattersindia) 


INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 
AT SACRED HEART SCHOOL 


Mrs. Carmel Michael 


Sacred Heart High School along with the 

School Cinema International Film 

Festival (SCIFF) had the opportunity to 

host the School Cinema International 

Film Festival which is the world's largest 

children's film festival, featuring a 

carefully curated selection of 75 interna- 

tional films, for the students of Sacred 

Heart School as well as some neighbou- 

ring schools for the first time on the 30th 

and 31st of August 2024. Around 260 

students participated in the same. 

The program began with a brief introdu- 

ction to school cinema. The ceremonial 

lamp was lit by our honourable Chief 

Guest for the day, Rev. Fr. Derrick Synead, 

Our Principal Rev. Fr. Gregory Montero, 
our Vice Principal, Rev. Fr. A. Jeyakumar 
and Mrs. Susma Francis, Senior most 
teacher in the primary section of Sacred 
Heart School. The students of classes 3 
and 4 welcomed the guests and the 
audience with a classical dance. We then 
had a dance performance by little boys 
and girls, which entertained the audience 
thoroughly. 

The films were organized into different 
programmes tailored for various age 
groups. It ranged from themes like 
friendship, empathy, overcoming fear to 
critical thinking, and problem solving. 


They touch upon issues as diverse as 
gender, inequality, conflict and climate 
change. 

The active participation of the students 
made this event a grand success and a 
memorable experience that helped our 
students to be a part of such a transfor- 
mative experience. It is exciting, relevant, 
scalable, and affordable—qualities that 
every good learning program should have. 
We feel proud to be the first school in 
town, to introduce School Cinema; and 
we hope that School Cinema plays a vital 
role in shaping our children and in 
providing them a sturdy platform for a 
bright and successful future ahead. 
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On Priesthood - Our Priestly 


2 


pe 


By Francis Sunil Rosario 

Christ the King Church, Park Circus 
hosted 30 Corpus Christi Movement 
(CCM) priests from across the world to 
celebrate Mass on Sunday, September 8 
on the feast of Nativity of Our Lady. Fr. 
Sunil Rosario was the main celebrant at 
Mass and two CCM priests, Rev. Fr. Jose 
Maria (Co-ordinator) and Rev. Fr. 
Pascual Cervera (Former Co-ordinator) 
were the main concelebrant priests. 
CCM Priests came to Calcutta on a 
pilgrimage to pay homage to St. Teresa of 
Calcutta and to understand the Charism 
of Mother to satiate the thirst of Jesus in 
the poor and the marginalized. They 
came from Germany, Spain, Austria, 
Italy, Chek Republic, United States, U.K. 
Rawanda, Brazil, Mexico, Latin America, 
Sri Lanka and other countries. 

One of Mother Teresa's last wishes was 
the promotion of the Corpus Christi 
Movement for priests, and in Mother's 
own words “this comes directly from the 
Heart ofJesus”. She spoke ofit as a “Little 
way of holiness for priests”, no matter 
what their priestly assignments might 
be. 

The purpose of the Corpus Christi Move- 
ment is to enable priests (especially for 
diocesan priests) to share in the Charism 


ourney as CCM 


+ 


and spirit given by God to the Church 
through Mother Teresa and the Missio- 
naries of Charity family. To live the 
Gospel more fully and faithfully in 
greater simplicity and poverty ofspirit. 
This movement is to strive for personal 
holiness, and for their salvation and 
sanctification of all souls. Through the 
priestly ministry, it is to satiate the Thirst 
of Jesus for souls and the thirst of souls 
for the Love of Jesus. By living priestly life 
centred in the Eucharist, source and 
summit of priestly life, and by a 
complete abandonment to the hands of 
Mary, Mother of the Church and Mother 
of priests. 

Thanks to Fr. Basil Mandi (Parish Priest), 
who facilitated and arranged this pro- 
gram for the benefit of all. A simple and 
tasty lunch was served at the end. 

Prayer for the Corpus Christi Movement 
priests—Throughout the world. 

Let us all together with Jesus fill the 
world with this love. 

Through our works of love Especially, 
may the Corpus Christi inflame the love 
of Christ throughout the world. 

Let us pray — Mary Mother of Jesus be 
Mother to Corpus Christi. 

Help us all to be Holy. Let God bless us 
all. 


(Continued from pg 07) 


Interfaith Prayer Meet at Mother’s Tomb... 


SWAMI ASHIMA ANANDA PURI 
Swamiji representing International 
Vedanta Society said Gita is the essence 
ofall Upanishads. 

He said Jesus, Buddha and Mahavir 
were great teachers who taught us to 
love others. He talked of Moksha 
Shastra —- which helps us seek solace 
from all suffering due to our restless- 
ness. He said what-ever we touch and 
hear is actually unreal. Though we see 
light, yet we pray “From darkness lead 
us to light” because the normal light 
cannot remove the darkness within us. 
He said to see light we have to give up 
our desires and practice prayer, 
meditation and detach-ment. Peace is 
within us, we do not need to search for it 
in Vrindavan or in places of pilgrimage. 
He said one who hasn't experienced 
peace, cannot give peace to others. 

MS MRIDULA KOHARI 

Ms Mridula read out afew couplets from 
her own compositions and also sang a 
self-composed song. She said she just 


returned from a long stay in hospital 
and found peace by attending the 
prayer meet. 

BISHOP DRSRIKANTA DAS 

He shared his touching experience with 
Mother Teresa and said that he was 
particularly impressed by her charity 
and pain for the have-nots. 

Two other panelists were Dinesh 
Chandra Vadera and Ms Puja Roy. 


SR CHRISTINE - MISSIONARIES 
OF CHARITY 


With utmost humility, Sr Christine gave 
the closing talk on peace, love and joy of 
God - a hallmark of the nuns of 
Missionaries of Charity. She ended the 
session leading the song, “Make Me a 
Channel of Your Peace.” The entire 
audience stood up and joined in. 

The beautiful Jubilee songs by Lavinia 
House girls under the tutorship of music 
maestro Derek Fernandes added life to 
the proceedings. The Bengali devotional 
songs by Saswati Basu Mullick & team 
were befitting to the solemn occasion. 
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Freddie Barnwell and his wife were hosting a 
get together last weekend at their place. 
Freddie was at his best telling story after 
story. Everyone from the kids to the old 
timers were already sore from laughing when 
Freddie told this story about himself and his 
wife, Jessie. Farmer Barnwell, as Freddie is 
better known, went to a cattle auction with 
his neighbor, Arthur Horseman, over in 
Knoxville, back in 1953. Farmer Barnwell 
didn't plan to buy anything that day but did 
want to see what kind of prices the various 
livestock and farm equipment were 
bringing, as well as enjoying the company of 
his neighbor, Mr. Horseman. 
As it turned out, Farmer Barnwell saw a bull 
that he really wanted and could hardly 
believe the low bids being offered at the 
auction. This deal was just too good to pass 
up. He bid on the bull, and much to his 
delight, won the bid. 
Farmer Barnwell told his neighbor, Mr. 
Horseman, who had just finished loading 
some cows on this truck, to go ahead back 
home. He would send a telegram to his wife, 
Jessie, for her to come with the truck and get 
the bull. When Farmer Barnwell went to send 
the telegram he suddenly realized, after he 
had paid for the bull, he only had one dollar 
left. He was shocked to find telegrams cost 
$1.00 for the first word and 20 cents each 
word thereafter. Therefore, he could only 
senda one-word telegram. 
Freddie was trying to figure how he could get 
word to his wife Jessie that he needed her to 
drive their truck to Knoxville, so they could 
get the bull backhome, over 100 miles away. 
Inasmuch as he had only one dollar left and 
could only send a one-word telegram (his 
neighbor Arthur Horseman left before he 
realized his predicament), Farmer Barnwell 
was deep in thought. How could he let his 
knowhe needed her to come get the bull 
using only one word? Farmer Barnwell 
prayed the good Lord would give him the one 
word he needed that day. The Lord, who had 
Farmer Barnwell with a sharp wit, 
nswer to his prayer. 
um with the one dollar 


he had left. Then he wrote down the word he 
wanted the telegraph operator to send to his 
wife. The telegraph operator asked him how 
in the world was a one-word telegram going 
to help him? Farmer Barnwell told the man 
that his wife Jessie was really sharp. Jessie's 
mom had died when she was only 9. Jessie 
had to drop out of school to help her dad with 
the farm and tend to her two younger 
brothers and her sister. 

What Jessie lacked in formal education she 
more than made up for in experience and 
Godly wisdom. Not having had any formal 
education was the reason Jessie had to 
carefully sound out each word, saying the 
words slowly as she read. 

Farmer Barnwell sent his one-word telegram 
and sure enough Jessie came to Knoxville 
with the truck that day to get the bull. Just 
about everyone who was there spoke up at 
the same time. “What was the one-word 
telegram you sent?” they asked. Farmer 
Barnwell had a little smirk on his face when 
he said — “COMFORTABLE!” Emma Downs, 
who lives across the road from the Barnwell's 
had a quizzical look on her face when he said 
the one-word telegram he sent that day was 
comfortable. 

Farmer Barnwell said his wife Jessie, being a 
slow reader, sounded out the word real slow— 
COM FOR TA BLE. The laughter could be 
heard for a country mile that evening with 
Farmer Barnwell himselfleading the way. 

If the God of Creation, maker of Heaven and 
Earth, and all therein — in all of His power, 
majesty and glory, was to send a one word 
telegram to you today letting you know that 
no matter what your burden, sorrow or care 
might be, He loves you and wants you to 
come to Him, what one word telegraph could 
He send you, whereby you might understand 
what He is trying to convey? Little Madelyn 
spoke up and said, “Jesus?” Farmer Barnwell 
smiled and said, “Yes, that is exactly right, 
Jesus! God sent His only son into the world 
not to condemn the world but that the world | | 
through Him might be saved! As it says in © 
1 John 5:4-5, “Who is He who overcomes the 
world, but he who believes that Jesus is the 
son of God?” (From Christian Short Stories) — 
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CUSTOMISED BIRTHDAY CAKES 


SA LDAN HA 


SPECIALITY WEDDING SLICES: Dummy Wedding 

Baptism and First Holy Communion Cakes, Rich Plum, Walnut Plain, 
Cup Cakes, Coconut ,Apple tart, Chocolate mudpie, 
SANDWICHES: Cheese, Egg, Vegetables, Chicken Mayonnaise, and 
Lemon Drops, Brownies,Lemon meringue pie 
QUICHE,PATTIES: Cern, Cheese Puff, Vegetable, Chicken 
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\~%: VIDYARTHI KENDRA 


Veeaany EE = ELE TABS PVT. LTD. 


© Office : 20A, Brindaban Mullick Lane, Hrishikesh Park, Amherst Street, Kolkata-700009, West Bengal 
© Shop : 67, Keshab Chandra Sen Street, College Street, Kolkata-700009, West Bengal 
© Shop : 5/1 A, College Row, College Street, Kolkata-700009, West Bengal 

E-mail : vkkolkata.akbose@gmail.com + Website : www.vidyarthikendra.com 


@ 9433007143, 8697089166, 8777647431, 9874436265 
| SISTER CONCERN | 


ae); MARINA PUBLICATIONS PVT. LTD. 


£ducationdl Publishers 


Bengali Catholic Divorcee girl (no child) 38, 5'. 
MBA, Corporate Employee. 

Seeking a Christian Divorcee/ Widower (no child) 
within 45. Prefer God-fearing, no smoking and 
drinking habits . 


MAM AYA CENTRE 


Aya, Nurse, Cook, Yoga Physiotherapy 
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Flats & Land are Available For Sale & Purchase Here @ Every Tyne of Vehicle, 
is Available on Rent on and Drivers are Also Available 
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